140                    LORD   READING

the Government of India. When, therefore, I was assured
that the Government of India regarded this matter as one
of the greatest urgency, and when I considered their request
in this and in all its aspects, with the recollection of the many
decisions on every class of subjects which the Government
had found it inevitable to take without discussion in the
Cabinet, I felt and feel that I was justified in the action that
I took. I believe that there is much to be gained and little
to lose by publicity in these matters, and that that was the
reason why the representatives of India had been given up
till now the fullest freedom in expressing their opinions/1

In a postscript Mr. Montagu expressed the wish that the
telegram he had sent in reply to Lord Reading's message
should also be published, but this request was curtly refused
on the plea that it would extend the area of the mischief.

A few days later Mr. Montagu speaking at Cambridge
made a speech in which he attacked the Marquess Curzon
with some personal bitterness, but without going into the
asperities of the controversy it may be observed that the
revelations of the,ex-Secretary of State were rather piquant
as to the methods of Cabinet rule by small sections, an inner
camarilla, in the great Hush-Hush days. Mr. Montagu
evidently did not see why he should not be allowed to do
what some of his more powerful colleagues did by twos and
threes ; but he overlooked the fact that he stood alone,
and also that he had resorted to publicity which certainly
no other Cabinet Minister had ever done, at least in an open
and candid form.

I come now to the Indian view of the affair. We all
regarded and still remember Mr. Montagu's action as
courageous, wise, and necessary in the true interests of
India and the Empire, and, as he suffered for us, in the
temporary blighting of his political career, we hold that he
has the very strongest claims on our gratitude. It was a
critical moment at which Lord Reading dispatched his
telegram. The Government of India, he said, felt it to be
their duty " again to lay before His Majesty's Government
the intensity of feeling in India regarding the necessity for
a revision of the SSvres Treaty." The use of the word